
INDIAN MUGHAL ISLAMIC GARDENS



Religions of the Indian Subcontinent



The Mughal empire 



Babur (1483-1530), often described as the founder of the Mughal (Mongal)

Empire in India, was also a keen garden-maker, a poet and the author of one

of the few autobiographies in the Islamic literary tradition. A new

translation of this memoir was published in 1996 as The Baburnama: memoirs

of Babur, Prince and Emperor (Oxford University Press: London and New

York, 1996) edited and translated by Wheeler M Thackston.

It is of considerable interest to garden historians. Babur lived at the time of

the High Renaissance in Italy. His grandson, Akbar (reigned 1556-1605), was

also a great garden-maker, as was Shah Jahan (reigned 1627-58) who was

Akbar's grandson. The Mughal empire in India lasted 1526-1857

The Mughal Dinasty





Fatehpur SIKRI 



Emperor Akbar 

(7 January 1556 – 27 October 1605)



“My revered father, regarding the village of Sikri, my birthplace, as 

fortunate to himself, made it his capital, and in the course of 

fourteen or fifteen years the hills and deserts, which abounded in 

beasts of prey, were converted into a magnificent city, comprising 

numerous gardens, elegant edifices, and pavilions of great beauty. 

After the conquest of Gujarat, the village was named Fatehpur: the 

town of victory”.



General Map of Fathepur Sikri



Akbar was a follower of Salim Chishti, a holy man who lived in the region of

Sikri near Agra. Believing the area to be a lucky one for himself, he had a

mosque constructed there for the use of the priest. Subsequently, he

celebrated the victories over Chittor and Ranthambore by laying the

foundation of a new walled capital, 23 miles (37 km) west of Agra in 1569,

which was named Fatehpur ("town of victory") after the conquest of Gujarat

in 1573 and subsequently came to be known as Fatehpur Sikri in order to

distinguish it from other similarly named towns. Palaces for each of Akbar's

senior queens, a huge artificial lake, and sumptuous water-filled courtyards

were built there. However, the city was soon abandoned and the capital was

moved to Lahore in 1585. The reason may have been that the water supply in

Fatehpur Sikri was insufficient or of poor quality.



General Plan of the Complex





Buland Darwaza, the main gate



Plan of the Imperial Palace



Pachisi Court and the Diwan-e-Khas



Diwan-e-khas or Hall of

Private Audience is situated

in the northeast corner of

the royal complex with a

huge and richly carved

pillar in the center. The

central platform attached

to the pillar was the seat

of the emperor while the

diagonal galleries are

believed to be the seat of

ministers and nobles that

were entertained here.



The Panch Mahal is a five-

storied palatial structure, with

the tiers gradually diminishing

in size, till the final one, which

is a single large-domed chhatri.

Originally pierced stone

screens faced the façade, and

probably sub-divided the

interior as well, suggesting it

was built for the ladies of the

court.The floors are supported

by intricately carved columns

on each level, totalling to 176

columns in all.





Anup Talao and Khawabagh (House of Dreams) –

Emperors Quarter





Anup Talao Pavillion



The Imperial harem 



Jodha Bai Palace 

The building of Akbar's wife, Mariam-uz-Zamani shows Gujarati influence and 

is built around a courtyard, with special care being taken to ensure privacy



Jodha Bai's palace is the largest and most important part of

Imperial Harem, having all facilities, provisions and safeguards.

The palace building consists of a rectangular block with a single

magnificent gateway on eastern side, which was protected by guard

rooms, having triangular ceiling and other apartments. Several

Hindu motifs have been used in the building, which confirms that

occupant of the building was a Hindu lady. Hindu motifs like hams

(swan), parrot, elephants, lotus, srivatsa mark, ghant mala etc are

decorated in the interior. The colonnaded dalan contains

curvilinear square pillars with beautiful moldings and extremely

graceful brackets.



Jodha Bai's Palace and the Imperial Harem Courtyard



Birbal's Palace

was built in 1571. It consists of fours-quare rooms, all interconnected

through open doorways and two oblong entrance porches on Northwest

and Southeast corners. While all the four rooms, have flat ceilings,

porches have triangular chhappar ceiling with pyramidal roof. The house of

Akbar's favorite minister, who was a Hindu. Notable features of the building

are the horizontal sloping sunshades or chajjas and the brackets which

support them



The ladies garden



Taj Mahal: The Tomb and The Garden



Taj Mahal was built by Mughal emperor Shah Jahan in memory of his third

wife, Mumtaz Mahal.

Taj Mahal is the finest example of Mughal architecture, a style that

combines elements from Persian, Turkish and Indian architectural styles.

The Taj Mahal is located on a terrace on the banks of the Jumna river . The

building is part of a complex which included many buildings beside the

central tomb and garden; to the south is a complex known as the 'chauk-i

jilau khana', or ceremonial forecourt, which was flanked by four

courtyards (two on each side) containing apartments for the tomb

attendants; directly south of these is a further area divided into four

caravanserais by two intersecting streets, and south of this are two more

caravanserais and a bazar built around a square.



The construction began around 1632 and was completed around 1653,

employing thousands of artisans and craftsmen. The construction of the Taj

Mahal was entrusted to a board of architects under imperial supervision,

including Abd ul-Karim Ma'mur Khan, Makramat Khan, and Ustad Ahmad

Lahauri, Lahauri is generally considered to be the principal designer.





The Taj Mahal Complex: The central part of the complex is raised on a

rectangular podium decorated with arcades of blind niches



At each corner of the podium is an octagonal base for a minaret whilst the

tomb stands in the centre. The gate is directly in line with the centre of the

dome on the tomb, a symmetry which is emphasized by the minarets, two either

side of the tomb. Long pools divide the garden into four parts, one running

east-west and the other running north-south from the gate to the Taj Mahal.



At either end of the east-west axis are large triple-domed buildings with a

central iwan. The building on the west side is a mosque whilst that to the

east is known as the 'jawab', or echo, as it has no other function than to

balance the view with the mosque on the other side. The north-south pools

further emphasize the central axis of the gateway and dome.



The main chamber houses the false sarcophagi of Mumtaz Mahal and Shah

Jahan; the actual graves are at a lower level.



The Tomb: The marble dome that surmounts the tomb is the most spectacular

feature. Its height of around 35 metres is about the same as the length of

the base, and is accentuated as it sits on a cylindrical "drum" which is

roughly 7 metres high. Because of its shape, the dome is often called

an onion dome or amrud (guava dome). The minarets, which are each more than

40 metres tall, display the designer's penchant for symmetry. Each minaret is

effectively divided into three equal parts by two working balconies that

ring the tower. At the top of the tower is a final balcony surmounted by a

chattri that mirrors the design of those on the tomb. The chattris all share

the same decorative elements of a lotus design topped by a gilded finial.



The minarets were constructed slightly outside of the plinth so that, in the

event of collapse, (a typical occurrence with many tall constructions of

the period) the material from the towers would tend to fall away from the

tomb.



The top is decorated with a lotus design, which also serves to accentuate its

height. The shape of the dome is emphasised by four smaller domed

chattris (kiosks) placed at its corners.The dome and chattris are topped by a

gilded finial, which mixes traditional Persian and Hindustani decorative

elements.



The Taj Mahal stands at one side of a garden laid in the traditional

Charbagh (Persian style garden) style, with its square lawns bisected by

pathways, water channels and rows of fountains. Halfway down the path

there is a square pool, its limpid waters reflecting the marble tomb. Unlike

other tombs, Taj Mahal stands at one end of the garden instead of the

centre. This was done deliberately, to leave its vista uncluttered by any

other building.



Taj Mahal garden uses raised pathways that divide each of the four

quarters of the garden into 16 sunken parterres or flowerbeds. A

raised marble water tank at the center of the garden, halfway

between the tomb and gateway with a reflecting pool on a north-

south axis, reflects the image of the mausoleum.



The charbagh garden, a design inspired by Persian gardens, was introduced

to India by the first Mughal emperor, Babur. It symbolises the four flowing

rivers of Jannah (Paradise) and reflects the Paradise garden derived from

the Persian paridaeza, meaning 'walled garden'. In mystic Islamic texts of

Mughal period, Paradise is described as an ideal garden of abundance with

four rivers flowing from a central spring or mountain, separating the

garden into north, west, south and east. The char bagh, separated by the

watercourses originating from the central, raised pool, were divided into 16

flower beds, making a total of 64. There were 400 plants in each bed. All the

trees, either cypress (signifying death) and fruit trees (signifying life) were

planted to maintain symmetry.



JAHANGIR’S TOMB AND GARDEN, 

Lahore - pakistan



Jahangir Muhammad  Salim “Jannat Makani”

4th Mughal Emperor of India (20 September 1569 - 8 November 1627)





General view of the Complex





plan of Jahangir’s tomb





The so-called Akbari Serai is an 470 by 365 meter courtyard situated

between Jahangir's Tomb to the east and Asaf Khan's tomb to the

west. Although commonly referred to as a Serai, or caravan

market, the courtyard was intended both as a staging area for

official visits to the tomb and as a place of residence for the huffaz

(caretakers) who worked at the mausoleums. The 180 hujra, or

cells, around the courtyard were used as living areas and storage

spaces for luggage, weapons, and other gear carried by visitors to

the tombs. Its function and general design is similar to the

jilaukhana (literally, 'front of the house') found at the Taj Mahal

built by Jahangir's son, Shah Jehan.



THe mosque and the Akbari Serai 1640s



Asaf Khan was the brother of Nur Jahan, foremost of Emperor Jahangir's twenty wives. He was also

the father of Mumtaz Mahal, wife of Emperor Shah Jahan and the woman for whom the Taj Mahal was

built.Asaf Khan's clan rose to power as his sister gained entry into Jahangir's court. Jahangir had

long been addicted to opium and alcohol, and as his addiction worsened he relied more and more on his

close aides for day to day governing of the empire. Asif Khan's sister, Nur Jahan, used the opportunity

to take power for herself. In 1625 she used her influence to obtain the governorship of Lahore for

her brother, Asaf Khan. He held the position for a mere two years before Emperor Jahangir died in

1627. In the struggle for succession that followed, Asaf Khan broke ranks with his sister and sided

with his son in law, the future Shah Jahan, in his bid for succession. When Shah Jahan emerged

victorious Nur Jahan was placed under comfortable house arrest and lived out the remainder of her

days as a poetess and sponsor of the arts.Asaf Khan was placed in command of an army attacking

Bijapur in 1632 but he failed to take the city. Shah Jahan retained him in the court but he never

reached the heights of power that he had previously enjoyed. He died in June 1642 while fighting the

forces of the rebel Raja Jagat Singh Pathania. He was accorded high honors in the placement of his

tomb just a few hundred meters to the west of Emperor Jahangir's own tomb.Octagonal tombs were

never used for emperors but they were commonly employed for burial of high-ranking noblemen such

as Asaf Khan. The bulbous dome that crowns the tomb is an innovation of Shah Jahan's era that was

used to great effect at other sites such as the Taj Mahal.



Asaf Khan’s Tomb 1642







Achbal garden



The Achabal garden is located in the north of India, Southeast of

the Kashmir Valley Sosanwar hills (the Himalayan mountains)



Achabal is located on a hillside, with its water source at the topOne

of the smaller Mughal gardens in Valley of Kashmir. The Achabal

garden is may have formerly been a Hindu sacred site known as

"Akkshavala". The Achabal Garden was built c. 1620, later

remodeled between 1634-1640 by Shah Jahan's daughter Jahanara





Plan of the garden, showing the axial water stream, side channels, 

fountain pools and terraces. The plan is oriented with south facing 

upwards







General view looking south from the second baradari showing the

southern half of the third pool. The second chadar (ramp

transferring water) also appears at the far right



Exterior view looking north showing the second and first baradari.

Also visible are the western entrance and walkway of the

second baradari







Shalamar garden in Srinagar,India



In second century, Praversena II founded the city Srinagar

and had built a cottage for his stay at the northeastern

corner of the Dal Lake and had named it Shalimar which

means "Abode or Hall of Love”. In the time of Emperor

Jahangir of the Mughal Dynasty,the ancient garden turn into

a royal garden to pleasure his wife, Nur jahan.

The other names of the garden is Farah Baksh (the

delightful) and Faiz Baskh (the bountiful).



 Google earth image of the Shalimar bagh



 The water connection between the Dal Lake and the garden



The Shalimar garden Consist of three terraces:

*First terrace is a public garden named Diwan-i Amm

*The second terrace is Diwan-i Khass which was accessible only to

the noblemen or guests of the court,Emperor’s garden

*The third one is Zenane garden (harem)





General wiev from nouthern side,entrance





The Diwan-i Amm is a Public audience hall, where the emperor

held his daily court when in Kashmir, is located just above the

entrance gates. A black marble throne surrounded by water

cascades forms the central feature of the Diwan-i 'Amm.



 Interior view from the Diwan-i-Am looking southeast 

showing the water channel and the upper terraces



view from south,interior of Divan-ı Amm 



First terrace gardenWaterfall



Divan-i Khass The second terrace garden along the axial canal,

slightly broader, has two shallow terraces. The fountain pool

of the Diwan-i Khass supplies the canal as it runs down to the

Diwan-i 'Amm, and in turn, it is supplied by the fountain pool on

the third level, the zenana garden.



Zenane Garden / Third terrace: Two small pavilions ( guard

rooms) mark the beginning of and control the access to the 

third level, which was reserved for the royal harem. 



 View looking northeast showing the cascade with stepping

stones across it, preceeding the fountains that lead to the

third terrace via the two guard pavilions and the niches under

the cascade



 The zenana garden houses a baradari of black marble

called the Black Pavilion, which is surrounded by a fountain

pool that is supplied from a higher terrace. Behind the

pavilion, a double cascade falls against a low wall with

small niches (chini khanas) cut into it. Two smaller,

secondary water canals lead from the Black Pavilion to

small baradari. Above the third level, two octagonal

pavilions define the end wall of the garden.



View from southern side



the women's pavilion (zenana) and its water basin with  fountains



Third terrace garden



Humayun’s Tomb (Delhi) was built under the aegis of Humayun’s

senior queen, Hamida Banu Begum, between 1564 and 1573. Apart

from the emperor Humayun, who died in 1556, many later

members of the Mughal royal family are buried here.









This is the first major example of a Persian style garden tomb

in India. Two gates, one on the western and one on the

southern side, lead to the garden.





His father, Babur, is credited with having introduced the

Persian Chahar Bagh to India.

Humayun's garden is a geometrically perfect example of the

genre but differs from Babur's gardens in having a building

at its centre. This makes the garden into a setting for a

building, rather than a place to be enjoyed from a pavilion.

The garden symbolises the emperor's place in paradise. It was

not the first example of the type, but it is the oldest to

survive in good condition.



English garden-style roundabouts replaced the square central

tanks of the Charbagh garden in 1860
















