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THE MUGHAL EMPIRE



BABUR (1483-1530), OFTEN DESCRIBED AS
EMPIRE IN INDIA, WAS ALSO A KEEN GARDEN-MA
OF THE FEW AUTOBIOGRAPHIES IN THE ISLA}

OF BABUR, PRINCE AND EMPEROR (OXFORD UNIVER
YORK, 1996) EDITED AND TRANSLATED BY WHEELER M THACKS
IT IS OF CONSIDERABLE INTEREST TO GARDEN HISTORIANS. BABUR
THE HIGH RENAISSANCE IN ITALY. HIS GRANDSON, AKBAR (REIGNED 155€¢
ALSO A GREAT GARDEN-MAKER, AS WAS SHAH JAHAN (REIGNED 1627-58) WHO WAS
AKBAR'S GRANDSON. THE MUGHAL EMPIRE IN INDIA LASTED 1526-1857
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TOWN OF VICTO



Lake Shore

~City Wall

u Naubat Khana
v Mist
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X Torkish Baths
y Tank
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FIGURE 1: GENERAL MAP OF FATEHPUR SIKRI 1:10000

GENERAL MAP OF FATHEPUR SIKRI



AKBAR WAS A FOLLOWEF
SIKRI NEAR AGRA. BELIE
MOSQUE CONSTRUCTED

CELEBRATED THE VICTORIES
FOUNDATION OF A NEW WALL
WHICH WAS NAMED FATEHPUR ("'T
IN 1573 AND SUBSEQUENTLY CAME
DISTINGUISH IT FROM OTHER SIMILARLY
SENIOR QUEENS, A HUGE ARTIFICIAL LAKE, A
WERE BUILT THERE. HOWEVER, THE CITY WAS
MOVED TO LAHORE IN 1585. THE REASON MAY
FATEHPUR SIKRI WAS INSUFFICIENT OR OF POOR Q
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TAJ MAHAL WAS BUILT B
WIFE, MUMTAZ MAHAL.
TAJ MAHAL IS THE FINE!

COMBINES ELEMENTS FROM

THE TAJ MAHAL IS LOCATED O

BUILDING IS PART OF A COMPI

CENTRAL TOMB AND GARDEN; TO -

JILAU KHANA', OR CEREMONIAL F(
COURTYARDS (TWO ON EACH SIDE) C
ATTENDANTS; DIRECTLY SOUTH OF THESE
CARAVANSERAIS BY TWO INTERSECTING STREE
CARAVANSERAIS AND A BAZAR BUILT AROUND A SQU



THE CONSTRUCTION BEGAN AROUND 1632 AND WAS GCOMPLETEDTAROGUND
EMPLOYING THOUSANDS OF ARTISANS AND CRAFTSMEN. IHE CONSITR oy
MAHAL WAS ENTRUSTED TO A BOARD OF ARCHITECTS ' '

INCLUDING ABD U'—-K,‘-\RJJ‘/J MA'MUR KHAN, MAKRAMAT HAN, AND USTAD AHMAD
ED TO BE THE PRINCIPAL DESIGNER

; LAHAURI, LAHAURI IS GENERALLY CONSIDER
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1. Tomb 3. Guest house 5. Ornamental pool 7. Forecourt 9. Royal tombs
2. Mosque 4. Yamuna River 6. Main Gate 8. Servants’ quarters  10. Mumtazabad (Taj Ganj)







WS D LIW

Baalds o el
et

Lt

Ter Gunoaw,

folonel Bodpon's Faa )






doe
LUGS
nnane

| L




i §

THE TOMB: THE MARBLE L

FEATURE. ITS HEIGHT OF A

THE BASE, AND IS ACCE

ROUGHLY 7 METRES HIGH.

AN ONION DOME OR AMRUD (GU/

40 METRES TALL, DISPLAY THE DES
EFFECTIVELY DIVIDED INTO THREE

RING THE TOWER. AT THE TOP OF THE
CHATTRI THAT MIRRORS THE DESIGN OF TI

THE SAME DECORATIVE ELEMENTS OF A LOTUES

Section ol the Ta) Mahal (631-48)



THE PERIOD) THI
TOMB.




THE TOP IS DECORATED WITH
HEIGHT. THE SHAPE OF THE
CHATTRIS (KIOSKS) PLACED AT ITS
GILDED FINIAL, WHICH MIXES TRA
ELEMENTS.
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MUGHAL PERIOL

FOUR RIVERS FLC
GARDEN INTO NORTH .
WATERCOURSES ORIGINA
FLOWER BEDS, MAKING A
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JAHANGIR MUHAMMAD' SALIM “JANNATSVIARKANI
), 4TH MUGHAL EMPEROR OF INDIA (20 SEPTEMBER 1569=8 NOVEMBERN 627)
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BEGUM NUR JAHAN! (15771
WAS AN EMPRESS OF THE V.
EMPRESS MUMTAZ MIAHAIL, EME , _
THE TAJ MAHAL WAS MADE.BEGUVINURSY AH AN SAS S - =S N =4
AND FAVOURITE WIFE OF MUGHAIL EMPERG R AEAN GIRIVVH OGN
SECOND HUSBAND. [HE STORY: OF i
EACH OTHER AND THE RELCATIONSHIE S
'THE STUFF OF MANY (OFTEN APOCRYPHAL) LEGCENDS

N
H
.










PLAN OF JAHANGIR’S TOMB






BETWEEN JAHANGIR'S TOMB TO THE EAST AND ASA
WEST. ALTHOUGH COMMONLY REFERRED TO AS A
MARKET, THE COURTYARD WAS INTENDED BOTH AS A STAG
OFFICIAL VISITS TO THE TOMB AND AS A PLACE OF RESIDENCE FOR THE HUFFAZ
(CARETAKERS) WHO WORKED AT THE MAUSOLEUMS. THE 180 HUJRA, OR
CELLS, AROUND THE COURTYARD WERE USED AS LIVING AREAS AND STORAGE
SPACES FOR LUGGAGE, WEAPONS, AND OTHER GEAR CARRIED BY VISITORS TO
THE TOMBS. ITS FUNCTION AND GENERAL DESIGN IS SIMILAR TO THE
JILAUKHANA (LITERALLY, 'FRONT OF THE HOUSE') FOUND AT THE TAJ MAHAL
BUILT BY JAHANGIR'S SON, SHAH JEHAN.






AsAF KHAN WAS THE BROTHER OF NUR JAHAN, FOREMOST OF EMPEROR J:
THE FATHER OF MUMTAZ MAHAL, WIFE OF EMPEROR SHAH JAHAN AND THE
BUILT.ASAF KHAN'S CLAN ROSE TO POWER AS HIS SISTER GAINED ENTRY INTO
LONG BEEN ADDICTED TO OPIUM AND ALCOHOL, AND AS HIS ADDICTION WORSENED HE
CLOSE AIDES FOR DAY TO DAY GOVERNING OF THE EMPIRE. ASIF KHAN'S SISTER, NUR
TO TAKE POWER FOR HERSELF. IN 1625 SHE USED HER INFLUENCE TO OBTAIN THE GOVER}
HER BROTHER, ASAF KHAN. HE HELD THE POSITION FOR A MERE TWO YEARS BEFORE EMPEROR
1627. IN THE STRUGGLE FOR SUCCESSION THAT FOLLOWED, ASAF KHAN BROKE RANKS WITH HIS SISTEEb
WITH HIS SON IN LAW, THE FUTURE SHAH JAHAN, IN HIS BID FOR SUCCESSION. WHEN SHAH JAHAN EMERGED
VICTORIOUS NUR JAHAN WAS PLACED UNDER COMFORTABLE HOUSE ARREST AND LIVED OUT THE REMAINDER OF HER
DAYS AS A POETESS AND SPONSOR OF THE ARTS.ASAF KHAN WAS PLACED IN COMMAND OF AN ARMY ATTACKING
BIJAPUR IN 1632 BUT HE FAILED TO TAKE THE CITY. SHAH JAHAN RETAINED HIM IN THE COURT BUT HE NEVER
REACHED THE HEIGHTS OF POWER THAT HE HAD PREVIOUSLY ENJOYED. HE DIED IN JUNE 1642 WHILE FIGHTING THE
FORCES OF THE REBEL RAJA JAGAT SINGH PATHANIA. HE WAS ACCORDED HIGH HONORS IN THE PLACEMENT OF HIS
TOMB JUST A FEW HUNDRED METERS TO THE WEST OF EMPEROR JAHANGIR'S OWN TOMB.OCTAGONAL TOMBS WERE
NEVER USED FOR EMPERORS BUT THEY WERE COMMONLY EMPLOYED FOR BURIAL OF HIGH-RANKING NOBLEMEN SUCH
AS ASAF KHAN. THE BULBOUS DOME THAT CROWNS THE TOMB IS AN INNOVATION OF SHAH JAHAN'S ERA THAT WAS
USED TO GREAT EFFECT AT OTHER SITES SUCH AS THE TAJ MAHAL.
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181 There is a year-round abundance of water at Achabal,
Flowing rapidly over the chadars, its texture 1s broken before it
resumes its swift flow down the canals

Plan 34 Achabal, Kashmir. The Kashmur gardens exemplhify
lincar design, with flowing water hinking different levels. At
Achabal, water from the spring (A) descends by a cascade (B) to a
large rectangular pool with central platform. After going
underneath the pavilion (C) it eventually reaches the river, near a
modern road (D).
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Acnaiear Bacu (plan of the two remaining terraces).

PLAN OF THE GARDEN, SHOWING THE AXIAL WATER STREAM, SIDE CHANNELS,

FOUNTAIN POOLS AND TERRACES. THE PLAN IS ORIENTED WITH SOUTH FACING
UPWARDS
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THE SHALIMAR GARDEN CONSIST OF THREE TERRACES:

*FIRST TERRACE IS A PUBLIC GARDEN NAMED DIWAN-I AMM

*THE SECOND TERRACE IS DIWAN-I KHASS WHICH WAS ACCESSIBLE ONLY TO
THE NOBLEMEN OR GUESTS OF THE COURT,EMPEROR’S GARDEN

*THE THIRD ONE IS ZENANE GARDEN (HAREM)
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Humayun’s Tomb Complex

Bu Halima's Tomb & Garden
Isa Khan's Mosque & Tomb
Afsarwala’s Mosque & Tomb
West Gate

Humayun's Tomb

Barber’s Tomb

South Gate
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Bu Halima's Tomb & Garden
Isa Khan's Mosque & Tomb
Afsarwala’s Mosque & Tomb
West Gate

Humayun’s Tomb

Barber's Tomb

South Gate
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